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Importance of Masking in Modoc County

On Wednesday, we embarked on our 2021-2022 school year and sadly ended the first day of
school with 26 students quarantined. Some of the students who are now quarantined were
wearing masks, but unfortunately, the ones with the infection were not. Had all of the students
been wearing masks, the number quarantined would have been greatly reduced.

We urge you to have your children wear masks to school. This latest surge of the COVID-19
pandemic, fueled by the highly infectious Delta variant, necessitates direct actions to protect our
younger population. The virus has changed, and for the first time in this long-running pandemic,
people under the age of 18 are becoming infected at the same rate as those over age 18.

Masks are simple and very effective. They keep the virus from spreading in the air from one
person to another indoors. When your child wears a mask, they are protecting themselves and
others on campus.

Engage with your child's school. Talk to them about their COVID-19 safety plan, ask questions
about ventilation and how they plan to handle positive cases, and find out about available
COVID-19 testing resources. We all have a role to play as we work to keep our students and
schools safe. When we review the science about the Delta variant and the safety measures that
schools are taking against COVID-19, schools can safely remain open if we are all doing our
part.

COVID-19 is not just a school issue, it's also a community issue, and we must all do our part to
keep each other safe. Get vaccinated to protect yourself and your child. Talk to your child about
the importance of wearing their mask and washing their hands. Keep yourself and your kids
informed with fact-based information.

Continue to take precautions such as:

● Getting your vaccine
● Wearing a mask indoors
● Continuing to wash your hands
● Staying home if you are ill

For up-to-date information, please visit https://publichealth.co.modoc.ca.us/
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